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"Enkubutsu” Buddhist statue {Taisei district)
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Ota Shrine (People coming to worship at the Main Shrine) (Taisei district)
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Ota Shrine in the Taisei district is the oldest mountain shrine in Hokkaido.
The shrine is located inside a cave on a cliff near the summit of a mountain
(485 m), and has long been believed to house a god that protects us from
accidents at sea, illness and disasters.

Three Buddhist statues carved by Enku, a Buddhist priest, who visited the
shrine in 1666, are stored in a facility near the front shrine.
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"Mioya-no-Matsu" pine (Kitahiyama district)
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FHIOR (ICEAL0%D) JEEILUEK)  "Nioroshi-no-Matsu” pine (Kitahiyama district)
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Old-time post office {Setana district)
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Late Meiji-era merchant's house {Setana district)

The full-fledged reclamation of the Kitahiyama district was started in
1884 when 80 people (21 families) moved from Tokushima Prefecture to
the Kabutono area. In 1892, a group led by Goro Niwa moved from Fu-
kushima Prefecture, accelerating agricultural reclamation in the district.

In 1870, five former-clansmen’s families of the Aizu domain moved to the
Setana district, followed by an additional eight families a year later,
where they cooperated in reclaiming farmland. The district later pros-
pered as a herring fishing district, developing its own distinct cultures

during its heyday.

The Taisei district was established in 1704 when Shigobe Atsuya became
a contractor for the area and set up a trading post called Unjoya. Sixty-
three years earlier, Sadamasa Atsuya had been awarded the Usubechi
area in 1637 from Kimihiro, the seventh Matsumae domain head, for his
distinguished services. The beaches then were crowded with herring fish-
ermen lured from Honshu, and new fishing grounds were added during
this period.

e P -
BEENHLS
Artifact from the Toyooka-roku-iseki ruin (Kitahiyama district)
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Myochin Nobuie's samurai helmet
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Taisei Local History Museum
(Taisei district)
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The Kitahiyama Local History Room in the Kitahiyama district exhibits
earthenware excavated from archeological sites and culturally significant
properties brought to the area by early settlers from their hometowns,
such as the heads of Awajoruri dolls and warrior helmets made by Nobuie
Myochin, an Edo-era armorer.

The Setana Local History Museum in the Setana district exhibits the be-
longings of Ginko Ogino, the first female medical doctor in Japan who
practiced in the district, earthenware and stone implements excavated

from the Minamikawa Ruins, a designated cultural property of Hokkaido,
and fishing instruments and boats from the days when herring fishing
was at its peak.

The Taisei Local History Museum in the Taisei district, the oldest district
in the area, exhibits fishing instruments, farming tools and daily goods
used by those who thrived under harsh working conditions, in addition to
historical documents.



